ANKAA Project
ANKAA Project, a Greek and Luxembourgish non-profit organisation created in 2017, stands
for equitable pathways towards education and employment. The European Fundamental
Rights are anchored in ANKAA Project’s DNA. Based on the right to education and the right
to work under fair and just conditions, ANKAA advocates for social inclusion, an
acknowledgement of a shared history, equal opportunities and a celebration of cultures and
skills.
By providing language classes, vocational training in the field of tailoring, beekeeping, bike
repair, culinary arts, and IT & Media, ANKAA Project supports asylum-seekers, refugees,
migrants and unemployed Greeks.
Additionally, ANKAA has developed social business activities offering job opportunities to
experienced workers and former ANKAA trainees. We offer an ethical working environment
and a fair wage to our makers. Through collaboration with local suppliers, designers and
makers we bring different communities together through the process of creation.
Furthermore, the project includes a positive approach towards the environment and the
implementation of the principles of circular economy, by offering inter alia recycling and
upcycling programs and activities.
The project’s holistic approach will foster critical thinking, active participation and
interactions, a sense of belonging to the European society and access to the labour market
and employment opportunities.

Our values and upcycled products

mimycri by ANKAA collection: accessories made out of the boats with which refugees arrive
on the Greek islands.
Here you can find a video showing you our upcycled collection.

Scope of the challenge
We want to keep the scope of this exercise quite broad, as we don't want to limit creativity
and ideas. However, we invite participants to work within the scope of our current
organisational model: we are an organisation based in Athens, Greece with a tailoring studio
as well as a creative lab for activities like screenprinting, jewellery making, 3D printing.
As an organisation, we are open to new ideas and processes aligned with our values and
resources (machines, people, financials).
The meaning of circular fashion, at its core, is that the entire life of the product introduces no
harm to society, the economy or the environment.
We invite you to submit your idea for a circular product or service aligned with the circular
economy principles fulfilling one or some of the following criteria:
Product life extension, through
Extended use and reuse of products through increased durability and sustainability,
Reparability,
Recyclability,
Refurbishment,
Remanufacturing,
Design for longevity and durability,
Reorientation, reconditioning, upgrading,
Materials and components
Use/re-use of existing materials (secondary raw materials) to give them a new
purpose --> Upcycling
Sourcing sustainable materials
Increase the recyclability of products, including that of the components and pure
materials contained in the products, among others through disassembly and the
appropriate services and business models,
Exclusion of hazardous materials.
Designing out waste
Avoidance of waste at all stages of the production cycle and during the use of a
product.
The development of new circular product ideas and services means rethinking business
models whilst focusing (among other things) on design, resources, and marketing and
communication, to foster an economically viable and feasible solution.

A call for circular design challenge - fashion design category

At Poly Global Advisory, we have always been looking for innovative partners who
are able to create fashion while protecting mother earth. Minimising the impact of
the creation process and being able to innovate in the following areas:
1. Raw material innovations such as 100% biodegrade fibres, natural dyes
2. Circular fashion design innovation
3. Innovative recycle and upcycle applications
4. Circular fashion business model
A few explanatory note on each area:
1. Raw material innovations
We are definitely very interested to see innovations that can create new 100%
biodegradable fibres or natural dye colours that useful in the fashion industry and
with a minimum impact on environment through the process.
2. Circular fashion design innovation
We are looking for original creativities in how to use 100% biodegradable fibres or
dyes to create a fashion collection, a balance between creativity and wearability,
how the collection can be created, promoted, distributed and returned.
3. Innovative recycle and upcycle applications
Any innovation on how to recycle or upcycle existing not environmental friendly fibres and reuse them wisely could be an important key to success in the circular
economy. A scalable and sustainable consideration is needed. We are not just looking for an idea that cut off old clothes and make something else from it.
4. Circular fashion business model
There are already plenty of recycling, sorting, upcycling business model out there.
What else can be done to create a circular fashion economy? A circular fashion system is a rather long process, which part of the system could you improve and build a
business on top of it? Something innovative.
Poly Global Advisory is an international fashion consultancy that has offices in Luxembourg, Milan, Beverly Hills and Beijing. We not only represent fashion brands for
their brand development, we also try to bring them towards a more sustainable business model and a less impact on environment. We believe fashion doesn’t have to
hurt the mother earth, we will work together towards finding and providing better
solutions to that objective.
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